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A riveting road map to the development of modern scientific thought.In the tradition of her
perennial bestseller The Well-Educated Mind, Susan Wise Bauer delivers an accessible,
entertaining, and illuminating springboard into the scientific education you never had. Far too
often, public discussion of science is carried out by journalists, voters, and politicians who have
received their science secondhand. The Story of Western Science shows us the joy and
importance of reading groundbreaking science writing for ourselves and guides us back to the
masterpieces that have changed the way we think about our world, our cosmos, and
ourselves.Able to be referenced individually, or read together as the narrative of Western
scientific development, the book's twenty-eight succinct chapters lead readers from the first
science texts by Hippocrates, Plato, and Aristotle through twentieth-century classics in biology,
physics, and cosmology. The Story of Western Science illuminates everything from mankind's
earliest inquiries to the butterfly effect, from the birth of the scientific method to the rise of earth
science and the flowering of modern biology.Each chapter recommends one or more classic
books and provides entertaining accounts of crucial contributions to science, vivid sketches of
the scientist-writers, and clear explanations of the mechanics underlying each concept. The
Story of Western Science reveals science to be a dramatic undertaking practiced by some of
history's most memorable characters. It reminds us that scientific inquiry is a human pursuit―an
essential, often deeply personal, sometimes flawed, frequently brilliant way of understanding the
world.The Story of Western Science is an "entertaining and unique synthesis" (Times Higher
Education), a "fluidly written" narrative that "celebrates the inexorable force of human
curiosity" (Wall Street Journal), and a "bright, informative resource for readers seeking to
understand science through the eyes of the men and women who shaped its
history" (Kirkus).Previously published as The Story of Science.13 illustrations

"[A]llows readers to hear the voices of history’s most influential researchers…. A canny narrative.
Ms. Bauer’s guidebook exposes the underlying meaning and significance of each work, as well
as its context in the overall development of science."― Alan Hershfeld, Wall Street Journal"A
bright, informative resource for readers seeking to understand science through the eyes of the
men and women who shaped its history."― Kirkus Reviews"An engaging compendium."―
BooklistAbout the AuthorSusan Wise Bauer is a writer, educator, and historian. Her previous
books include the Writing With Ease, Writing With Skill, and Story of the World series from Well-
Trained Mind Press, as well as The Well-Trained Mind: A Guide to Classical Education at Home,
The Well-Educated Mind: A Guide to the Classical Education You Never Had, Rethinking
School, The Story of Western Science: From the Writings of Aristotle to the Big Bang Theory,
and the History of the World series, all from W. W. W. Norton. She has a Ph.D. in American



Studies from the College of William & Mary in Virginia, as well as an M.A. in seventeenth-century
literature and a Master of Divinity in Ancient Near Eastern Languages and Literature. For fifteen
years, she taught literature and composition at the College of William and Mary.
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aka jaz, “I miss Isaac Asimov, Susan rocks tho. A great historical account of the advancement of
science and the great men and women who made it all happen. I still miss the way Isaac Asimov
did it. He would have been appalled by the flip dismissal of the law of conservation of mass
energy ( not that the author did). I especially like the way she arranged by discipline e.g. geology
and astronomy. Astronomy was my first love but i eventually obtained a degree in Geology and
Chemistry. It was fascinating how the different disciplines complemented each other.”

sam marotta, “Short Lessons on Everything You Need To Know in Science. This book gave me
the basic overview and education in the sciences that I never had informal education. This is a
great primer.”

Debora Gau, “Scientists you need to know...!. I wish Susan Wise Bauer had been one of my
college professors! One can only benefit greatly from her writing and dedication to helping
promote understanding, education, and wisdom, and helping her readers to remember who we
are and why. This book was definitely a welcome addition to my bookshelves. I first experienced
her writing in three huge history books: The History of the Ancient World, The History of the
Medieval World, and The History of the Renaissance World, vast compediums of knowlage and
many facts and personages overlooked unfortunately by today's educators in many cases.
These three books, along with The Story of Western Science, should be "must" reading for the
student of history, science, and the mind of humanity. I am currently hoping she addresses the
history of the Reformation World next....!”

Jamie and Heather Hejduk, “Jumping off point for a science education. The Story of Western
Science covers major science advancements and the people behind them in topical and then
chronological order. Each is explained to make it easy for the layperson to understand. The
chapters end with links to pertinent writings and books (sometimes down to the edition) to read
for more information about the topic. It would be very easy to turn into a science course for a
high school student or for personal enrichment. I highly recommend this book!”

Nathaniel H., “?Maybe?. While stated to be other than a history colletion the lack of organization
used made "The Story of Science" somewhat challenging to read. The subjects of importance
made the book perfect as a collection of descriptive works and scientific thought that advanced
the field. It is a good read but the sudden ending is shockingly so.....I would have like to seen
more next-generation thought before the references are shown”

Kevin Briggs, “Informative and well researched. Fun and informative. Guaranteed to appeal to
the your inner science geek. Bit of a dry read if you’re looking for entertainment but great for
those who want to learn about the history scientific study. Also provides some interesting trivia



about the origins of the various branches of “modern” scientific study began.”

Jon Satko, “excellent history of science. I am a college physics/astronomy professor who is
interested in philosophy and history of science. I enjoy this book because it gives concise
histories of key writings in scientific literature.  I highly recommend it for all science students.”

Mouse, “Fast delivery. As a fannof S.Bauer books there is nothing else to say :)”

Jess Stiles, “The History of the Mideaval World" and "The History of the Renaissance World"
and all of these are excellent and have a very hig. Dr. Bauer has written three other "Big
Histories": The History of the Ancient World, The History of the Mideaval World" and "The
History of the Renaissance World" and all of these are excellent and have a very high KCI
(Knowledge Concentration Index). This latest volume is also excellent, and I look forward to
learning that she is writing "The History of the Modern World".”

The book by Martha Hall Kelly has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 127 people have provided feedback.
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